
This holiday season, we were deeply touched by the incredible generosity shown during
our Gift of Hope Drive. Thanks to your thoughtful contributions, our students received
stockings filled with essential and meaningful items, filling their hearts with joy during
our holiday fellowship and movie night. The stockings were more than just practical
gifts—they were a  reminder that our students are supported by a community that
cares deeply for them.
As they opened their gifts, we saw the genuine joy and gratitude in their faces, creating
a truly special moment for all. Your kindness and generosity helped make this
celebration one that will be remembered for years to come. We are beyond grateful for
your efforts in brightening the holidays for our students and making them feel truly
valued.
This year’s celebration was further enhanced by a moving worship message led by
Gaston Williams, our dedicated driver at PAVE Centre, who shared a message of hope
and community. We were also honored to have two of our Board of Directors in
attendance—Audra Handal, Evan Rees, Richard Thompson—whose presence added
even more warmth to the occasion.
Thank you once again for your unwavering support. Your generosity continues to make
a lasting impact on our students, and we are grateful for the care and compassion
you’ve shown.
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THANK YOU FOR SPREADING
HOLIDAY CHEER!



Best & Brightest of the Month

Rajan Saunders

Rajan Saunders, an 18-year-old Industrial Security student,
dreams of joining the Jamaica Defence Force (JDF) to serve

and protect his community.
In five years, Rajan sees himself working hard to build a

peaceful and honest life. Over the past three months, PAVE
has taught him the value of personal growth and
respecting others, no matter their position in life.

With his determination and drive, Rajan is a true example of
PAVE’s mission in action. We can’t wait to see him achieve

his dreams!

Raneak Anderson

Raneak Anderson, a 20-year-old Industrial Security student, is
determined to build a career as a Security Officer and aspires

to become a Private Bodyguard within the next five years.
PAVE has significantly impacted Raneak’s life, equipping him
with the skills, confidence, and motivation to pursue his goals.

Through PAVE, he has gained a renewed sense of purpose
and is excited about building a brighter future.

Raneak’s dedication and ambition are inspiring, and we look
forward to seeing him succeed in his chosen path!

Sashay Wright

Meet Sashay Wright, an 18-year-old Restaurant Server
student with a goal of becoming a Cruise Ship Restaurant

Server. In five years, Sashay envisions herself building a
successful career in the Food and Beverage Industry while
improving the quality of life for her family and herself. Over

the past three months, PAVE has equipped her with
practical skills and a deeper understanding of her field,

boosting her confidence and career prospects.
With her determination and focus, Sashay is on track to

achieve her dreams and make a lasting impact in her
industry!

Jimel McKenzie

Jimel McKenzie, a 19-year-old Restaurant Server student, is
passionate about honing his skills in restaurant service and

mixology.
In five years, Jimel envisions himself running several

businesses while remaining active in the hospitality industry.
Over the past three months, PAVE has helped him grow by
improving his social skills and deepening his knowledge of

the Food and Beverage industry.
Jimel’s drive and ambition make him a standout student,
and we are excited to see him thrive in the years ahead!



M I X O L O G Y  C O U R S E

Hands-On Learning
Our Restaurant Server students are currently
immersed in their Mixology course, led by the
accomplished Mr. Clive Ruddock, owner of two
successful restaurants in Atlanta: APT 4B Atlanta
Restaurant and Bar and Jouvert Caribbean
Kitchen Atlanta. Known for his expertise in
hospitality and authentic Caribbean cuisine,
Clive is guiding students in mastering the art of
mixing colors—an essential skill for crafting
visually stunning beverages. This hands-on
practice is helping students develop a strong
sense of aesthetics in drink-making while
building a solid foundation in bartending.

Additionally, our students recently had the
incredible opportunity to visit the Sea Bell Resort
in Hope Bay, Jamaica. This field trip allowed
them to observe professional hospitality
operations firsthand and gain valuable insights
into the workings of a successful resort. The
experience was both inspiring and educational,
sparking greater enthusiasm for their future
careers in hospitality and showcasing the diverse
possibilities within the industry.

Industrial Security Students
Advance Skills with 
Practical Training
Our Industrial Security students are receiving
invaluable hands-on training that is essential for
preparing them for the challenges they will face
in the security field. Under the expert guidance
of Mr. Comrie, they are developing crucial skills
such as martial arts, handcuff techniques, and
baton handling.

The martial arts training not only improves their
physical fitness and agility but also builds mental
focus, discipline, and the ability to react quickly
and confidently in stressful situations. The
handcuff techniques being taught ensure that
students understand how to safely restrain
individuals while adhering to security protocols.
Additionally, the baton handling training equips
students with the tools needed for crowd control
and self-defense, teaching them how to maintain
control in potentially dangerous scenarios.
This comprehensive, practical training is
designed to boost students' confidence and
ensure they are fully prepared to handle the
demands of the security industry. By mastering
these skills, our Industrial Security students are
gaining the expertise necessary to navigate real-
world security challenges and excel in their
careers.

C L A S S  U P D A T E S



G r a d u a t e s  A p p r e n t i c i n g  a t
N o r s e  H i l l  &

E n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p  W o r k s h o p s

T o  c l o s e  t h e  y e a r  o n  a  h i g h  n o t e ,  P A V E  s t a f f  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a n  e n r i c h i n g  c o g n i t i v e
a w a r e n e s s  t r a i n i n g  s e s s i o n  l e d  b y  A n i s a  W i l s o n  f r o m  L i f e  S k i l l s  E d u c a t i o n  L t d .  T h e

s e s s i o n  f o c u s e d  o n  e n h a n c i n g  t h o u g h t  p r o c e s s e s ,  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g ,  a n d  s t r e s s
m a n a g e m e n t ,  e q u i p p i n g  s t a f f  w i t h  p r a c t i c a l  s t r a t e g i e s  t o  f o s t e r  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  a n d

s u p p o r t  s t u d e n t s  m o r e  e f f e c t i v e l y .  T h i s  t r a i n i n g  n o t  o n l y  s t r e n g t h e n e d  t h e  t e a m ’ s  s k i l l s
b u t  a l s o  r e i n f o r c e d  P A V E ’ s  m i s s i o n  o f  e m p o w e r i n g  a t - r i s k  y o u t h ,  s e t t i n g  a  s t r o n g

f o u n d a t i o n  f o r  c o n t i n u e d  s u c c e s s  i n  t h e  c o m i n g  y e a r .

B U I L D I N G  A W A R E N E S S ,  S T R E N G T H E N I N G  T E A M S

W e  a r e  e x c i t e d  t o  s h a r e  u p d a t e s  o n  o u r
s t u d e n t s  g a i n i n g  v a l u a b l e  r e a l - w o r l d
e x p e r i e n c e s  a s  t h e y  a d v a n c e  i n  t h e i r
f i e l d s .  O u r  g r a d u a t e s  a r e  a p p r e n t i c i n g
a t  N o r s e  H i l l ,  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  a
g r o u n d b r e a k i n g  T e a  H o u s e  p r o j e c t
f e a t u r i n g  J a m a i c a ' s  f i r s t  s e n s o r y
d e p r i v a t i o n  t a n k .  U n d e r  t h e  g u i d a n c e  o f
w o o d w o r k  d e s i g n e r  S e b a s t i a n  S k e e t e
M c L e e d ,  t h e y  a r e  d e v e l o p i n g
w o o d w o r k i n g  a n d  d e s i g n  s k i l l s  w h i l e
g a i n i n g  r a r e ,  h a n d s - o n  e x p e r i e n c e .

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  A l  M e r r i t t ,  C h a i r m a n  a n d
C o - F o u n d e r  o f  P A V E  C e n t r e ,  a n d  C h r i s
B e r r y ,  b o t h  s u c c e s s f u l  e n t r e p r e n e u r s  i n
t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  f i e l d s ,  r e c e n t l y  s a t  i n  o n
o n e  o f  o u r  E n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p  c l a s s e s .
T h e y  s h a r e d  v a l u a b l e  i n s i g h t s  o n
o v e r c o m i n g  c h a l l e n g e s  a n d  s e i z i n g
o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  e q u i p p i n g  s t u d e n t s  w i t h
e s s e n t i a l  t o o l s  t o  s u c c e e d  i n  b u s i n e s s .
T h e s e  i n i t i a t i v e s  h i g h l i g h t  h o w  P A V E
e m p o w e r s  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  o p p o r t u n i t i e s
f o r  g r o w t h  a n d  m e n t o r s h i p .  W e  a r e
p r o u d  o f  t h e i r  a c h i e v e m e n t s  a n d
e x c i t e d  f o r  t h e i r  f u t u r e !



A s  w e  r e f l e c t  o n  2 0 2 4 ,  w e  a r e  f i l l e d  w i t h
g r a t i t u d e  f o r  t h e  i n c r e d i b l e  g r o w t h ,
i m p a c t ,  a n d  u n w a v e r i n g  d e d i c a t i o n  t h a t
h a v e  d e f i n e d  t h i s  y e a r .  W e  a r e  p r o u d  t o
a n n o u n c e  t h a t  3 1 7  s t u d e n t s  h a v e
g r a d u a t e d  f r o m  P A V E  C e n t r e ,  w i t h
a n o t h e r  c o h o r t  s e t  t o  g r a d u a t e  i n
F e b r u a r y  2 0 2 5 .  E a c h  s t u d e n t ’ s  s u c c e s s  i s
a  t e s t a m e n t  t o  t h e  h a r d  w o r k  a n d
d e t e r m i n a t i o n  t h a t  h a v e  s h a p e d  t h e i r
j o u r n e y s .

T h i s  y e a r ’ s  L i g h t  t h e  W a y  G a l a  i n
S e p t e m b e r  w a s  a  h i g h l i g h t ,  r a i s i n g  o v e r
$ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0  t o  s u p p o r t  o u r  p r o g r a m s  a n d
p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  H u m a n i t a r i a n  A w a r d  t o
G u l u  C h a n r a i ,  w h o s e  g e n e r o s i t y  h a s  b e e n
e s s e n t i a l  t o  P A V E ’ s  s u c c e s s .  W e  a l s o
c e l e b r a t e d  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  t h e  P A V E  L o v e
&  O y s t e r s  E v e n t  i n  F e b r u a r y ,  w h e r e
C h e f  A n t o n y ,  C o r a ,  a n d  t h e  t e a m  f r o m
W i l l a  B a y  O y s t e r v i l l e  S e a  F a r m s ,  a l o n g
w i t h  D e b b i e  &  D u n c a n  S t e w a r t ,  h e l p e d
r a i s e  c r u c i a l  f u n d s  f o r  o u r  m i s s i o n .

I n  F e b r u a r y ,  P A V E  C e n t r e  w a s  h o n o r e d
t o  r e c e i v e  t h e  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r ’ s  N a t i o n a l
Y o u t h  A w a r d  f o r  E x c e l l e n c e  i n  Y o u t h
D e v e l o p m e n t ,  r e c o g n i z i n g  o u r  i m p a c t  o n
y o u t h  i n  J a m a i c a .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  o u r  F i s h
F r y  i n  J u l y  r a i s e d  f u n d s  f o r  l o c a l  r o a d
r e p a i r s  i n  P o r t  A n t o n i o ,  f u r t h e r
d e m o n s t r a t i n g  t h e  p o w e r  o f  c o m m u n i t y
c o l l a b o r a t i o n .

T h i s  y e a r  a l s o  m a r k e d  a n  e x c i t i n g
e x p a n s i o n  o f  o u r  e d u c a t i o n a l  o f f e r i n g s .
I n  2 0 2 4  o u r  c l a s s  o f f e r i n g s  i n c l u d e d
I n d u s t r i a l  S e c u r i t y ,  A r t ,  I n t e r i o r
D e c o r a t i n g ,  E n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p ,
H o s p i t a l i t y ,  K i t c h e n  C o o k ,  R e s t a u r a n t
S e r v e r ,  F r o n t  D e s k  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  G u e s t
R o o m  A t t e n d a n t ,  L i f e g u a r d ,  a n d
S e c u r i t y .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e s e  c o r e
p r o g r a m s ,  w e  i n t r o d u c e d  v a l u a b l e
w o r k s h o p s  i n  M i x o l o g y ,  C e r a m i c s ,
F i n a n c e ,  L i f e  S k i l l s ,  a n d  m o r e ,
e m p o w e r i n g  o u r  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  b o t h  t h e
t e c h n i c a l  a n d  p e r s o n a l  s k i l l s  t h e y  n e e d  t o
e x c e l  i n  t h e i r  c a r e e r s  a n d  l i v e s .

N o n e  o f  t h e s e  a c h i e v e m e n t s  w o u l d  b e
p o s s i b l e  w i t h o u t  t h e  u n w a v e r i n g  s u p p o r t
o f  o u r  p a r t n e r s ,  d o n o r s ,  v o l u n t e e r s ,  a n d
c o m m u n i t y  m e m b e r s .  Y o u r  c o m m i t m e n t
a n d  g e n e r o s i t y  c o n t i n u e  t o  m a k e  a
l a s t i n g  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  l i v e s  o f  o u r
s t u d e n t s ,  h e l p i n g  t o  s h a p e  a  b r i g h t e r
f u t u r e  f o r  a t - r i s k  y o u t h  i n  J a m a i c a .

L o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  t o  2 0 2 5 ,  w e  a r e  e x c i t e d
t o  c o n t i n u e  b u i l d i n g  o n  t h i s  m o m e n t u m .
W e  w i l l  g r a d u a t e  m o r e  s t u d e n t s ,
b r i n g i n g  o u r  t o t a l  n u m b e r  o f  g r a d u a t e s
t o  3 1 7 ,  a n d  h o s t  t h e  s e c o n d  a n n u a l  L o v e
&  O y s t e r s  E v e n t  a t  t h e  h o m e  o f  G u l u  a n d
V e e n a  C h a n r a i  i n  K i n g s t o n .  W e  w i l l  a l s o
b e g i n  h o s t i n g  F e l l o w s h i p  &  M o v i e
N i g h t s  t w i c e  a  m o n t h ,  c r e a t i n g  n e w
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  c o m m u n i t y  c o n n e c t i o n
a n d  e n g a g e m e n t .
T h a n k  y o u  o n c e  a g a i n  f o r  y o u r
i n c r e d i b l e  s u p p o r t .  W e  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o
a n o t h e r  y e a r  o f  g r o w t h ,  i m p a c t ,  a n d
s h a r e d  s u c c e s s  i n  2 0 2 5 .

2024 Recap


